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PART 2. 
PLANNING AND ENGINEERING DOCUMENTS 

 
 
 WAC 246-290-100  Water system plan.  (1) The purpose of this section is to establish a 
uniform process for purveyors to: 
 (a) Demonstrate the system's operational, technical, managerial, and financial capability 
to achieve and maintain compliance with relevant local, state, and federal plans and regulations; 
 (b) Demonstrate how the system will address present and future needs in a manner 
consistent with other relevant plans and local, state, and federal laws, including applicable land 
use plans; 
 (c) Establish eligibility for funding pursuant to the drinking water state revolving fund 
(SRF). 
 (2) Purveyors of the following categories of community public water systems shall submit 
a water system plan for review and approval by the department: 
 (a) Systems having one thousand or more services; 
 (b) Systems required to develop water system plans under the Public Water System 
Coordination Act of 1977 (chapter 70.116 RCW); 
 (c) Any system experiencing problems related to planning, operation, and/or 
management as determined by the department;  
 (d) All new systems; 
 (e) Any expanding system; and 
 (f) Any system proposing to use the document submittal exception process in WAC 246-
290-125. 
 (3) The purveyor shall work with the department and other parties to establish the level of 
detail for a water system plan.  In general, the scope and detail of the plan will be related to size, 
complexity, past performance, and use of the water system.  Project reports may be combined 
with a water system plan. 
 (4) In order to demonstrate system capacity, the water system plan shall address the 
following elements, as a minimum, for a period of at least twenty years into the future: 
 (a) Description of the water system, including: 
 (i) Ownership and management, including the current names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of the owners, operators, and emergency contact persons for the system; 
 (ii) System history and background; 
 (iii) Related plans, such as coordinated water system plans, abbreviated coordinated 
water system plans, local land use plans, ground water management plans, and basin plans; 
 (iv) Service area map, characteristics, agreements, and policies; and 
 (v) Satellite management, if applicable. 
 (b) Basic planning data, including: 
 (i) Current population, service connections, water use, and equivalent residential units; 
and 
 (ii) Projected land use, future population, and water demand for a consecutive six-year 
and final twenty-year planning period within the system's service area. 
 (c) System analysis, including: 
 (i) System design standards; 
 (ii) Water quality analysis; 
 (iii) System inventory description and analysis; and 
 (iv) Summary of system deficiencies. 
 (d) Water resource analysis, including: 
 (i) Development and implementation of a cost-effective conservation program, which 
includes evaluation of conservation-oriented water rate structures; 
 (ii) Water demand forecasts; 
 (iii) Water use data collection; 
 (iv) Source of supply analysis, which includes an evaluation of water supply alternatives if 
additional water rights will be pursued within twenty years; 
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 (v) Water shortage response plan if a water system experiences a water shortage, or 
anticipates it will experience a water shortage within the next six-year planning period; 
 (vi) Water right assessment; 
 (vii) Water supply reliability analysis; and 
 (viii) Interties. 
 (e) Source water protection in accordance with WAC 246-290-135. 
 (f) Operation and maintenance program in accordance with WAC 246-290-415 and 
246-290-654(5), as applicable. 
 (g) Improvement program, including a six-year capital improvement schedule. 
 (h) Financial program, including demonstration of financial viability by providing: 
 (i) A summary of past income and expenses; 
 (ii) A one-year balanced operational budget for systems serving one thousand or more 
connections or a six-year balanced operational budget for systems serving less than one 
thousand connections; 
 (iii) A plan for collecting the revenue necessary to maintain cash flow stability and to fund 
the capital improvement program and emergency improvements; and 
 (iv) A rate structure that has considered: 
 (A) The affordability of water rates; and 
 (B) The feasibility of adopting and implementing a rate structure that encourages water 
conservation. 
 (i) Other documents, such as: 
 (i) Documentation of SEPA compliance; 
 (ii) Agreements; and 
 (iii) Comments from the county and adjacent utilities. 
 (5) Purveyors intending to implement the project report and construction document 
submittal exceptions authorized under WAC 246-290-125 must include: 
 (a) Standard construction specifications for distribution mains; and/or 
 (b) Design and construction standards for distribution-related projects, including: 
 (i) Description of project report and construction document internal review procedures, 
including engineering design review and construction completion reporting requirements; 
 (ii) Construction-related policies and requirements for external parties, including 
consumers and developers; 
 (iii) Performance and sizing criteria; and 
 (iv) General reference to construction materials and methods. 
 (6) The department, at its discretion, may require reports from purveyors identifying the 
progress in developing their water system plans. 
 (7) Purveyors shall transmit water system plans to adjacent utilities and local 
governments having jurisdiction, to assess consistency with ongoing and adopted planning 
efforts. 
 (8) For community systems, the purveyor shall hold an informational meeting for system 
consumers prior to departmental approval of a water system plan or a water system plan update.  
The purveyor shall notify consumers in a way that is appropriate to the size of the system. 
 (9) Department approval of a water system plan shall be in effect for six years from the 
date of written approval unless: 
 (a) Major projects subject to SEPA as defined in WAC 246-03-030 (3)(a) are proposed 
that are not addressed in the plan; 
 (b) Changes occur in the basic planning data significantly affecting system improvements 
identified; or 
 (c) The department requests an updated plan or plan amendment. 
 (10) The purveyor shall update the plan and submit it for approval at least every six 
years.   If the system no longer meets the conditions of subsection (2) of this section, the 
purveyor shall as directed by the department, submit either a plan amendment the scope of which 
will be determined by the department, or a small water system management program under WAC 
246-290-105. 
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[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-100, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  94-14-001, § 246-290-100, filed 6/22/94, effective 7/23/94; 
93-08-011 (Order 352B), § 246-290-100, filed 3/25/93, effective 4/25/93; 91-02-051 (Order 124B), 
recodified as § 246-290-100, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 
34.04.045.  88-05-057 (Order 307), § 248-54-065, filed 2/17/88.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 
43.20.050.  83-19-002 (Order 266), § 248-54-065, filed 9/8/83.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-105  Small water system management program.  (1) The purpose of a 
small water system management program is to: 
 (a) Demonstrate the system's operational, technical, managerial, and financial capability 
to achieve and maintain compliance with all relevant local, state, and federal plans and 
regulations; and 
 (b) Establish eligibility for funding pursuant to the drinking water state revolving fund 
((SRF)). 
 (2) All noncommunity and all community systems not required to complete a water 
system plan as described under WAC 246-290-100(2) shall develop and implement a small water 
system management program. 
 (3) The purveyor shall submit this program for review and approval to the department 
when: 
 (a) A new NTNC public water system is created; or 
 (b) An existing system has operational, technical, managerial, or financial problems, as 
determined by the department. 
 (4) Content and detail shall be consistent with the size, complexity, past performance, 
and use of the public water system.  General content topics shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following elements: 
 (a) System management; 
 (b) Annual operating permit; 
 (c) Water facilities inventory form; 
 (d) Service area and facility map; 
 (e) Documentation of water rights, through a water right assessment; 
 (f) Record of source water pumped; 
 (g) Water usage; 
 (h) Water conservation program; 
 (i) Source protection; 
 (j) Component inventory and assessment; 
 (k) List of planned system improvements; 
 (l) Water quality monitoring program; 
 (m) Operation and maintenance program; 
 (n) Cross-connection control program; 
 (o) Emergency response plan; and 
 (p) Budget. 
 (5) The department may require changes be made to a small water system management 
program if necessary to effectively accomplish the program's purpose. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-105, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-110  Project report.  (1) The project report is a written document that 
describes why a project is being proposed and includes engineering design calculations showing 
how the project will meet its objectives. 
 (2) The purveyor shall submit project reports to the department and receive written 
approval prior to installation or construction of any new water system, water system extension, or 
improvement.  The department may require the submittal of a project report for the purpose of 
resolving a system operational problem.  Exceptions to this requirement are listed in WAC 
246-290-125. 
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 (3) Project reports submitted for approval by purveyors who are required to have a water 
system plan will not be considered for approval unless a current, approved water system plan that 
adequately addresses the project is on file with the department.  In the event that a purveyor of 
an existing system does not have such a plan, the department may enter into a compliance 
agreement with the purveyor that grants a time extension to complete the water system plan. 
 (4) Project reports shall be consistent with the standards identified in Part 3 of this 
chapter.  Depending on the complexity and type of project or problem, shall include the following 
elements (information contained in a current water system plan or other engineering document 
previously approved by the department need not be duplicated, but must be specifically 
referenced): 
 (a) Project description, including: 
 (i) Why the project is being proposed, how problem(s) (if any) are to be addressed, and 
the relationship of the project to other system components; 
 (ii) A statement of State Environmental Policy Action (SEPA) determination of 
nonsignificance or justification of why SEPA does not apply to project; 
 (iii) If applicable, source development information (refer to WAC 246-290-130, Source 
approval, WAC 246-290-132, Interties, and WAC 246-290-135, Source protection); 
 (iv) If applicable, type of treatment (refer to WAC 246-290-250, Water treatment and Part 
6, Surface water treatment); and 
 (v) A summary of consumer and user complaints. 
 (b) Planning data.  If a purveyor has a water system plan or small water system 
management program, the project report shall indicate the proposed project's relationship to the 
plan.  If the purveyor is not required by WAC 246-290-100 to have a water system plan, planning 
related information shall include: 
 (i) General project background with population and water demand forecasts; 
 (ii) How the project will impact neighboring water systems; 
 (iii) Local requirements, such as fire flow; 
 (iv) Additional management responsibilities in accordance with WAC 246-290-105, Small 
water system management program, WAC 246-290-415, Operations and maintenance, and 
chapter 246-292 WAC, Waterworks operator certification regulations; 
 (v) Implementation strategies or proposed construction schedule; 
 (vi) Estimated capital and annual operating cost, and method of financing, if applicable. 
 (c) An analysis of alternatives, including description of options and rationale for selecting 
the proposed option. 
 (d) A review of water quality as it relates to the purpose of the proposed project.  If a 
project involves treatment and/or a filtration facility pilot study, refer to departmental guidance, 
reporting requirements for corrosion control under 40 CFR 141.90, and tracer studies under WAC 
246-290-636(5). 
 (e) When the project involves a new source or an increase in system physical capacity, a 
review of water quantity, including a water rights assessment, unless such an assessment has 
previously been submitted in a water system plan or small water system management program 
that has been approved by the department.  The purveyor shall take any follow-up action as 
directed by the department, to determine conformance with applicable state water rights laws. 
 (f) Engineering calculations including sizing justification, hydraulic analysis, physical 
capacity analysis, and other relevant technical considerations necessary to support the project. 
 (g) Design and construction standards, including performance standards, construction 
materials and methods, and sizing criteria, if applicable. 
 (h) Project reports for the design of treatment facilities shall include the following: 
 (i) Detailed design criteria and calculations to support the proposed treatment processes, 
process control, and process utilities; and 
 (ii) Proposed methods and schedules for start-up, testing, and operation of the completed 
treatment facility. 
 (i) Legal considerations, such as ownership, right-of-way, sanitary control area (SCA), 
restrictive covenants, restrictions related to water use that are recorded on titles or deeds to 
properties, and relationship with the boundary review board and the utilities and transportation 
commission (UTC). 
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 (j) Other necessary department-determined considerations. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-110, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  94-14-001, § 246-290-110, filed 6/22/94, effective 7/23/94; 
93-08-011 (Order 352B), § 246-290-110, filed 3/25/93, effective 4/25/93; 91-02-051 (Order 124B), 
recodified as § 246-290-110, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.  Statutory Authority:  P.L. 99-339.  
89-21-020 (Order 336), § 248-54-086, filed 10/10/89, effective 11/10/89.  Statutory Authority:  
RCW 34.04.045.  88-05-057 (Order 307), § 248-54-086, filed 2/17/88.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-120  Construction documents.   (1)  Construction documents shall 
identify how specific projects will be constructed while satisfying the requirements and conditions 
established in the project report and/or the water system plan. 
 (2) Purveyors shall submit construction documents to the department for written approval 
prior to installation of any new water system, or water system extension or improvement.  
Exceptions to this requirement are listed in WAC 246-290-125. 
 (3) Construction documents submitted for approval by purveyors who are required to 
have a water system plan will not be considered for approval unless a current, approved water 
system plan that adequately addresses the project is on file with the department.  In the event 
that a purveyor of an existing system does not have such a plan, the department may enter into a 
compliance agreement with the purveyor that grants a time extension to complete the water 
system plan. 
 (4) Construction documents shall be consistent with the standards identified in Part 3 of 
this chapter and shall include, at a minimum, the following: 
 (a) Drawings.  Include detailed drawings of each project component; 
 (b) Material specifications.  List detailed material specifications for each project 
component; 
 (c) Construction specifications. 
 (i) List detailed construction specifications and assembly techniques for carrying out the 
project; 
 (ii) Testing.  Identify testing criteria and procedures for each applicable portion of the 
project; 
 (iii) Disinfection.  Identify specific disinfection procedures that shall conform with 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) standards or other standards acceptable to the 
department; 
 (iv) Inspection.  Identify provisions for inspection of the installation of each project 
component.  See WAC 246-290-040 and subsection (5) of this section for construction reporting 
requirements; 
 (d) Change orders.  All significant changes shall be submitted to and approved by the 
department in writing.  The change order must identify who will be responsible for obtaining 
departmental approval and how change orders will be reported to the department.  Significant 
means a change in materials used, deviations from original intent of project, or changes made to 
the physical capacity of the project; 
 (e) Record drawings.  Record drawings provided to the purveyor following the completion 
of the project shall be maintained and available to the department upon request. 
 (5) Purveyors shall submit a construction completion report (departmental form) to the 
department within sixty days of completion and before use of distribution-related projects in 
accordance with WAC 246-290-125 (3)(f), or other project approved for construction by the 
department.  Exceptions to this requirement are projects listed in WAC 246-290-125(1).  The form 
shall: 
 (a) Bear the seal, date, and signature of a professional engineer licensed in the state of 
Washington; 
 (b) State the project is constructed and is completed in accordance with department 
regulations and principles of standard engineering practice, including physical testing procedures, 
water quality tests, and disinfection practices; and 
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 (c) Document system physical capacity to serve consumers if the project results in a 
change (increase or decrease) in physical capacity. 
 (6) The purveyor shall submit a new or updated water facilities inventory (WFI) form 
(departmental form) with the construction completion report (departmental form) for a new water 
system, whenever there are changes or additions to an existing water system that would change 
information of the WFI, or when required by the department. 
 (7) If the project results in an increase in the water system's physical capacity, the 
purveyor shall submit a water right assessment, unless such an assessment has previously been 
submitted in a project report, water system plan, or small water system management program, 
that has been approved by the department.  The purveyor shall take any follow-up action, as 
directed by the department, to determine conformance with applicable state water rights laws. 
 (8) Approval of construction documents shall be in effect for two years unless the 
department determines a need to withdraw the approval.  An extension of the approval may be 
obtained by submitting a status report and a written schedule for completion.  Extensions may be 
subject to additional terms and conditions imposed by the department. 
 (9) The purveyor shall fulfill the requirements of this section before the use of any 
completed project. 
 (10) Purveyors of new water systems must meet the ownership requirements of WAC 
246-290-035 and the water system planning requirements of WAC 246-290-100 or 246-290-105 
before the department will review and approve the purveyors' construction documents. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-120, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  93-08-011 (Order 352B), § 246-290-120, filed 3/25/93, 
effective 4/25/93; 91-02-051 (Order 124B), recodified as § 246-290-120, filed 12/27/90, effective 
1/31/91.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 34.04.045.  88-05-057 (Order 307), § 248-54-096, filed 
2/17/88.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-125  Project report and construction document submittal exceptions.   
(1) The following projects do not require project reports in accordance with WAC 246-290-110 
and construction documents in accordance with WAC 246-290-120 to be submitted to the 
department for review and approval prior to installation: 
 (a) Installation of valves, fittings, and meters, including backflow prevention assemblies; 
 (b) Installation of hydrants in accordance with WAC 246-290-230 (3) and (6); 
 (c) Repair of a system component or replacement with a component of a similar capacity 
and material in accordance with the original construction specifications of the approved design; or 
 (d) Maintenance or painting of surfaces not contacting potable water. 
 (2) Purveyors may elect to not submit to the department for review and approval project 
reports in accordance with WAC 246-290-110 and construction documents in accordance with 
WAC 246-290-120 for new distribution mains providing: 
 (a) The purveyor water system has on file with the department a current 
department-approved water system plan that includes standard construction specifications for 
distribution mains; and 
 (b) The purveyor maintains on file a completed construction completion report 
(departmental form) in accordance with WAC 246-290-120(5) and makes it available for review 
upon request by the department. 
 (3) Purveyors may elect to not submit to the department for review and approval project 
reports in accordance with WAC 246-290-110 and construction documents in accordance with 
WAC 246-290-120 for review and approval of other distribution-related projects as defined in 
WAC 246-290-010 providing: 
 (a) The purveyor has on file with the department a current department-approved water 
system plan, in accordance with WAC 246-290-100(5); 
 (b) The purveyor submits a written request with a new water system plan or an 
amendment to a water system plan, and updates the request with each water system plan 
update.  The written request should specifically identify the types of projects or facilities for which 
the submittal exception procedure is requested; 
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 (c) The purveyor has documented that they have employed or hired under contract the 
services of a professional engineer licensed in the state of Washington to review 
distribution-related projects not submitted to the department for review and approval.  The review 
engineer and design engineer shall not be the same individual.  The purveyor shall provide 
written notification to the department whenever they proposed to change their designated review 
engineer; 
 (d) If the project is a new transmission main, storage tank, or booster pump station, it 
must be identified in the capital improvement program of the utility's water system plan.  If not, 
either the project report must be submitted to the department for review and approval, or the 
water system plan must be amended; 
 (e) A project summary file is maintained by the purveyor for each project and made 
available for review upon request by the department, and includes: 
 (i) Descriptive project summary; 
 (ii) Anticipated completion schedule; 
 (iii) Consistency with utility's water system plan; 
 (iv) Water right assessment, where applicable; 
 (v) Change in system physical capacity; 
 (vi) Copies of original design and record drawings; 
 (vii) Engineering design review report (departmental form).  The form shall: 
 (A) Bear the seal, date, and signature of a professional engineer licensed in the state of 
Washington prior to the start of construction; 
 (B) Provide a descriptive reference to completed project report and/or construction 
documents reviewed, including date of design engineer's seal and signature; and 
 (C) State the project report and/or construction documents have been reviewed, and the 
design is in accordance with department regulations and principles of standard engineering 
practice; 
 (f) The construction completion report is submitted to the department in accordance with 
WAC 246-290-120(5) for new storage tanks and booster pump stations, and maintained on file 
with the water system for all other distribution-related projects; 
 (g) A WFI is completed in accordance with WAC 246-290-120(6); and 
 (h) The purveyor meets the requirements of chapter 246-294 WAC to have a category 
"green" operating permit. 
 (4) Source of supply (including interties) and water quality treatment-related projects shall 
not be eligible for the submittal exception procedure. 
 (5) Purveyors not required to prepare a water system plan under WAC 246-290-100 shall 
be eligible for the submittal exception procedure provided that: 
 (a) They have a department-approved water system plan meeting the requirements of 
WAC 246-290-100; and 
 (b) They comply with all other requirements in this section. 
 (6) Purveyors shall ensure that all work required to be prepared under the direction of a 
professional engineer be accomplished per WAC 246-290-040 and chapter 18.43 RCW. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-125, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-130  Source approval.  (1) Every purveyor shall obtain drinking water 
from the highest quality source feasible.  No new source, previously unapproved source, or 
modification of an existing source shall be used as a public water supply without department 
approval.  No intake or other connection shall be maintained between a public water system and 
a source of water not approved by the department. 
 (2) Before initiating source development or modification, the purveyor shall contact the 
department to identify submittal requirements. 
 (3) Any party seeking source approval shall provide the department sufficient 
documentation, in a project report, construction documents, or in supplemental documents, that 
the source: 
 (a) Is reasonable and feasible for the type and size of the system; 
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 (b) May legally be used in conformance with state water rights laws; 
 (c) Supplies water that is physically and reliably available in the necessary quantities, as 
shown in: 
 (i) A hydrogeologic assessment of the proposed source; 
 (ii) A general description of the watershed, spring, and/or aquifer recharge area affecting 
the quantity or quality of flow, which includes seasonal variation and upstream water uses that 
may significantly affect the proposed source; 
 (iii) For ground water and spring sources, well source development data that are 
available from a pump test at the maximum design rate and duration, or are available from other 
sources of information, that establish pump settings (depth) in the well and demonstrate 
adequacy of water quantity to meet design criteria while not leading to water quality problems; 
 (iv) For ground water and spring sources, installation of a source meter or other 
equivalent device that reliably measures volume of flow into the system; 
 (d) Is, or is not, a GWI under WAC 246-290-640, and meets or can meet the applicable 
requirements for GWI sources as described in that section including treatment; 
 (e) Adequately provides for source protection, as shown in: 
 (i) For surface water and GWI sources, the watershed control program identified under 
WAC 246-290-135 and Part 6 of this chapter; 
 (ii) For wells, a preliminary department susceptibility assessment or equivalent 
information, and preliminary WHPA delineation and contaminant inventory, under the 
requirements for sanitary control and wellhead protection under WAC 246-290-135; 
 (f) Is designed and constructed in conformance with this chapter, and relevant 
requirements of chapter 173-160 WAC (department of ecology well construction standards); 
 (g) Meets water quality standards under WAC 246-290-310, as shown in an initial water 
quality analysis that includes, at a minimum, the following: 
 (i) Bacteriological; 
 (ii) Complete inorganic chemical and physical; 
 (iii) Complete VOC; 
 (iv) Radionuclides, if source approval is requested for a community system; 
 (v) SOC, except where waived or not required under WAC 246-290-310; and 
 (vi) Any other information required by the department relevant to the circumstances of the 
particular source. 
 Sources that otherwise would not meet water quality standards may be approved if 
treatment is provided. 
 (4) The required documentation under subsection (3) of this section shall include, at a 
minimum: 
 (a) A copy of the water right, or other written evidence of the existence of the right; 
 (b) A map showing the project location and vicinity; 
 (c) A map depicting topography, distances to the surface water intake, well or spring from 
existing property lines, buildings, potential sources of contamination, ditches, drainage patterns, 
and any other natural or man-made features affecting the quality or quantity of water; 
 (d) The dimensions, location, and legal documentation of the sanitary control area (SCA) 
under WAC 246-290-135; 
 (e) A copy of the on-site inspection form completed by the department or local health 
department representative; 
 (f) A copy of the water well report including the unique well identification tag number, 
depth to open interval or top of screened interval, overall depth of well from the top of the casing, 
vertical elevation, and location (both plat location and latitude/longitude); and 
 (g) Documentation of source meter installation.  The purveyor may utilize other 
documents, such as a water system plan, susceptibility assessment, wellhead protection 
program, project report, or construction documents, to provide such documentation and 
information to the department, provided that such documents are current, and the purveyor 
indicates the location in the document of the relevant information. 
 (5) If treatment of a source is necessary to meet water quality standards, the purveyor 
may be required to meet the provisions of WAC 246-290-250 and Part 6 of this chapter, if 
applicable, prior to or as a condition of approval. 
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 (6) An intertie must be adequately described in a written agreement between the 
purveyor and the supplier of the water, and otherwise meet the requirements of WAC 
246-290-132. 
 (7) The purveyor shall not construct facilities for source development and use without 
prior approval of the department pursuant to the provisions of WAC 246-290-120. 
 (8) The purveyor shall receive a written source approval when: 
 (a) The purveyor has complied with the relevant provisions of subsections (1) through (7) 
of this section; and 
 (b) The developed source provides water complying with this chapter. 
 (9) The purveyor may receive a conditional source approval, such as one that sets limits 
on use or requires interim treatment, if further analysis of the quality of the source is required 
before final approval. 
 (10) For sources or supplies of water used by bottled water or ice plants to produce 
bottled water or ice: 
 (a) If the bottled water or ice plant is a Group A community water system and the plant 
uses the system's source for the water that is bottled or made into ice, the source and supply 
used for the bottled water and ice shall meet the applicable Group A requirements; 
 (b) If the bottled water or ice plant uses its own source for the water that is bottled or 
made into ice, and the plant is not a Group A community water system, the owner or operator 
shall obtain source approval from the department, and the source water shall meet the ongoing 
source water quality monitoring requirements for a Group A community system; 
 (c) If the bottled water or ice plant purchases the water for bottling or making ice from 
another source or supply, the water shall meet the minimum requirements for a Group A 
community water system, and the owner or operator of the plant shall ensure that the water 
meets such requirements; 
 (d) The source or supply for the water that is bottled or made into ice shall be protected 
from contamination prior to the bottling or ice making process; and 
 (e) In addition to the requirements imposed under this subsection, the processing of 
bottled water shall be subject to regulation by the state department of agriculture and the United 
States Food and Drug Administration. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-130, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  94-14-001, § 246-290-130, filed 6/22/94, effective 7/23/94; 
93-08-011 (Order 352B), § 246-290-130, filed 3/25/93, effective 4/25/93.  Statutory Authority:  
Chapter 43.20 RCW.  91-07-031 (Order 150B), § 246-290-130, filed 3/15/91, effective 4/15/91.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  91-02-051 (Order 124B), recodified as § 246-290-130, filed 
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.  Statutory Authority:  P.L. 99-339.  89-21-020 (Order 336), § 248-54-
097, filed 10/10/89, effective 11/10/89.  Statutory Authority:  RCW 34.04.045.  88-05-057 (Order 
307), § 248-54-097, filed 2/17/88.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-132  Interties.   (1) No interties shall be used and/or constructed as a 
public water supply without department approval. 
 (2) Interties shall not be eligible for submittal exceptions pursuant to WAC 246-290-125. 
 (3) Prior to department approval, purveyors proposing nonemergency interties shall 
ensure that the intertie is addressed: 
 (a) In an approved coordinated water system plan, water system plan, water system plan 
update, water system plan amendment, or small water system management program including: 
 (i) Location of the proposed intertie; 
 (ii) Date it is proposed to be utilized; 
 (iii) The purpose, physical capacity, service area, and proposed usage of the intertie; 
 (iv) Copy of the intertie agreement between purveyors; 
 (v) Description of how the intertie: 
 (A) Improves overall system reliability; 
 (B) Enhances the manageability of the system; 
 (C) Provides opportunities for conjunctive use; or 
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 (D) Delays or avoids the need to develop new water sources; 
 (vi) Identification of any potential public health or safety concerns; 
 (vii) Discussion of any water quality and treatment issues; 
 (viii) Demonstration of the source capacity and hydraulic capacity of the supplying and 
receiving systems at the designed flow rate through the intertie; 
 (ix) Water right assessment; 
 (x) Identification of alternative sources that will be utilized when the intertie agreement 
expires if the water is not being provided in perpetuity; and 
 (xi) Identification and comparison of alternatives if any. 
 (b) In construction documents in accordance with WAC 246-290-120 including: 
 (i) Demonstration of the installation of a source meter to measure water exchanged; and 
 (ii) Water right assessment, if not previously provided to the department.  Where RCW 
90.03.383 requires a water right or water right change to be issued by the department of ecology, 
construction work on the intertie shall not begin, notwithstanding any prior approval of the intertie 
by the department in a water system plan, until the department of ecology issues the required 
water right document. 
 (4) Emergency use interties are interconnections between public water systems 
permitting the temporary exchange or delivery of water between those systems only in cases of 
emergency that result in permanent supplies being unavailable for use.  Prior to department 
approval, purveyors proposing emergency use interties shall ensure that the emergency intertie is 
addressed: 
 (a) In an approved coordinated water system plan, water system plan, water system plan 
update, water system plan amendment, or small water system management plan including: 
 (i) Description of the intended use of the emergency intertie; 
 (ii) Location of the proposed intertie; 
 (iii) Date the intertie is intended to be operational; 
 (iv) Copy of the intertie agreement between purveyors detailing the conditions and 
limitations of such intertie; and 
 (v) Hydraulic analysis conducted to identify the impacts upon each water system. 
 (b) In a project report in accordance with WAC 246-290-110 or in a construction 
document in accordance with WAC 246-290-120. 
 (5) Purveyors proposing interties shall apply to the department of ecology for water right 
changes as provided in RCW 90.03.383.  Except as provided in RCW 90.03.383(7) and 
90.03.390, no interties may be constructed without department of ecology action on the proposed 
change. 
 (6) The purveyor may be required to have emergency interties approved as 
nonemergency interties where such interties are used frequently or on a long-term basis.  If the 
department makes such a determination, the intertie will require approval in accordance with 
subsection (3) of this section. 
 (7) Intertie agreements between purveyors shall include: 
 (a) Identification of specific time periods in which water will be provided; 
 (b) Identification of the volume of water available for use, including any seasonal or other 
restrictions; and 
 (c) Identification of how water conservation programs, data collection, water demand 
forecasting, and other operational matters will be coordinated. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-132, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.] 
 
 WAC 246-290-135  Source water protection.  (1) The department may require 
monitoring and controls in addition to those specified in this section if, in the opinion of the 
department, a potential risk exists to the water quality of a source. 
 (2) Sanitary control area (SCA). 
 (a) The purveyor shall maintain an SCA around all sources for the purpose of protecting 
them from existing and potential sources of contamination. 
 (b) For wells and springs, the minimum SCA shall have a radius of one hundred feet 
(thirty meters) and two hundred feet (sixty meters) respectively, unless engineering justification 
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demonstrates that a smaller area can provide an adequate level of source water protection.  The 
justification shall address geological and hydrological data, well construction details, mitigation 
measures, and other relevant factors necessary to assure adequate sanitary control. 
 (c) The department may require a larger SCA than specified in (b) of this subsection, or 
additional mitigation measures if land use, geological, and/or hydrological data support such a 
decision.  It shall be the purveyor's responsibility to obtain the protection needed. 
 (d) No source of contamination may be constructed, stored, disposed of, or applied within 
the SCA without the permission of the department and the purveyor. 
 (e) The SCA shall be owned by the purveyor in fee simple, or the purveyor shall have the 
right to exercise complete sanitary control of the land through other legal provisions. 
 (f) A purveyor, owning all or part of the SCA in fee simple or having possession and 
control, shall send to the department copies of legal documentation, such as a duly recorded 
declaration of covenant, restricting the use of the land.  This legal documentation shall state: 
 (i) No source of contamination may be constructed, stored, disposed of, or applied 
without the permission of the department and the purveyor; and 
 (ii) If any change in ownership of the system or SCA is considered, all affected parties 
shall be informed of these requirements. 
 (g) Where portions of the control area are in the possession and control of another, the 
purveyor shall obtain a duly recorded restrictive covenant which shall run with the land, restricting 
the use of said land in accordance with this chapter and provide the department with copies of the 
appropriate documentation. 
 (3) Wellhead protection. 
 (a) Purveyors of water systems using ground water or spring sources shall develop and 
implement a wellhead protection program. 
 (b) The wellhead protection program shall be part of the water system plan required 
under WAC 246-290-100 or the small water system management program required under WAC 
246-290-105. 
 (c) The purveyor's wellhead protection program shall contain, at a minimum, the following 
elements: 
 (i) A completed susceptibility assessment or equivalent information; 
 (ii) Wellhead protection area (WHPA) delineation for each well, wellfield, or spring with 
the six month, one, five and ten year time of travel boundaries marked, or boundaries established 
using alternate criteria approved by the department in those settings where ground water time of 
travel is not a reasonable delineation criteria.  WHPA delineations shall be done in accordance 
with recognized methods such as those described in the following sources: 
 (A) Department guidance on wellhead protection; or 
 (B) EPA guidance for delineation of wellhead protection areas; 
 (iii) An inventory, including identification of site locations and owners/operators, of all 
known and potential ground water contamination sources located within the defined WHPA(s) 
having the potential to contaminate the source water of the well(s) or spring(s).  This list shall be 
updated every two years; 
 (iv) Documentation of purveyor's notification to all owners/ operators of known or potential 
sources of ground water contamination listed in (c)(B)(iii) of this subsection; 
 (v) Documentation of purveyor's notification to regulatory agencies and local 
governments of the boundaries of the WHPA(s) and the findings of the WHPA inventory; 
 (vi) A contingency plan to ensure consumers have an adequate supply of potable water 
in the event that contamination results in the temporary or permanent loss of the principal source 
of supply (major well(s) or wellfield); and 
 (vii) Documentation of coordination with local emergency incident responders (including 
police, fire and health departments), including notification of WHPA boundaries, results of 
susceptibility assessment, inventory findings, and contingency plan. 
 (4) Watershed control program. 
 (a) Purveyors of water systems using surface water or GWI sources shall develop and 
implement a watershed control program in accordance with Part 6 of chapter 246-290 WAC as 
applicable. 
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 (b) The watershed control program shall be part of the water system plan required in 
WAC 246-290-100 or the small water system management program required in WAC 
246-290-105. 
 (c) The purveyor's watershed control program shall contain, at a minimum, the following 
elements: 
 (i) Watershed description and inventory, including location, hydrology, land ownership 
and activities that may adversely affect source water quality; 
 (ii) An inventory of all potential surface water contamination sources and activities, 
including identification of site locations and owner/operators, located within the watershed and 
having the significant potential to contaminate the source water quality; 
 (iii) Watershed control measures, including documentation of ownership and relevant 
written agreements, and monitoring of activities and water quality; 
 (iv) System operation, including emergency provisions; and 
 (v) Documentation of water quality trends. 
 (d) The purveyor shall submit the watershed control program to the department for 
approval.  Following departmental approval, the purveyor shall implement the watershed control 
program as approved. 
 (e) Purveyors of systems using unfiltered surface or GWI sources and meeting the 
criteria to remain unfiltered as specified in WAC 246-290-690 shall submit an annual report to the 
department that summarizes the effectiveness of the watershed control program.  Refer to WAC 
246-290-690 for further information about this report. 
 (f) The purveyor shall update the watershed control program at least every six years, or 
more frequently if required by the department. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-135, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  94-14-001, § 246-290-135, filed 6/22/94, effective 7/23/94; 
93-08-011 (Order 352B), § 246-290-135, filed 3/25/93, effective 4/25/93.] 
 
 
 WAC 246-290-140  Existing system as-built approval.   At the discretion of the 
department, owners of existing systems without approved construction documents shall provide 
information necessary to establish the extent of the water system's compliance with this chapter.  
At a minimum, this shall include submission and approval by the department of: 
 (1) A water system plan or small water system management program; 
 (2) As-built or record drawings; and 
 (3) Water quality analyses. 
 
[Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.02.050.  99-07-021, § 246-290-140, filed 3/9/99, effective 4/9/99.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 43.20.050.  94-14-001, § 246-290-140, filed 6/22/94, effective 7/23/94; 
91-02-051 (Order 124B), recodified as § 246-290-140, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.  Statutory 
Authority:  P.L. 99-339.  89-21-020 (Order 336), § 248-54-098, filed 10/10/89, effective 11/10/89.] 
 


